


ñGospelizing Gospelò

ÅLiterallyðGood news

ïChristians linked it specifically to the 

message of salvation available in Christ.

ïLater, in the 2nd century, it was applied to 

each of the four biographies of Jesus (i.e., 

The Gospel of Mark) or to the collection as 

a whole.



ñGospelizing Gospelò

ÅñWho[Jesus Christ] gave himself for our 

sins to rescue us from the present evil 

age.ò (NIV)



ñGospelizing Gospelò

ÅñFor the wages of sin is death, but the 

gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.ò (NIV)



ñGospelizing Gospelò

ÅLiterallyðGood news

ÅGet our English words:

ïEvangelist (one who preaches good news)

ïEvangelism (the act of telling others good news)

ÅIn our passage, it is also the basis for the 

word ñpreaching.ò Paul has ñgospelizedò 

the gospel. He is ñgood-news-ingò the 

good news!





ñGospelizing Gospelò

ÅñI am astonished that you are so quickly 

deserting the one who called you by the 

grace of Christ and are turning to a 

different gospelðwhich is really no 

gospel at all. Evidently some people are 

throwing you into confusion and are 

trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.ò 

(NIV)



ñGospelizing Gospelò

ÅThey were perverting the gospel

ïñmetastrephǾðTo change the essential 

character of a thing



ñGospelizing Gospelò

ÅThey were perverting the gospel

ÅThey were deserting 

ïñmetatithǛmiðused of military revolt. To 

change sides



ñGospelizing Gospelò

ÅThey were perverting the gospel

ÅThey were deserting

ÅIt will have drastic consequences

ïThey are deserting him who called them. By 

rejecting the gospel they are rejecting God. 

The true nature of the gospel is from God 

(by grace) rather than merit (by works).



ñGospelizing Gospelò

ÅñFor it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faithðand this not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of Godðnot by 

works, so that no man can boast.ò(NIV)



ñGospelizing Gospelò

ÅThey were perverting the gospel

ÅThey were deserting

ÅIt will have drastic consequences

ÅIt was happening so quickly

ïñtacheǾsðtranslated both quickly and 

easily



ñGospelizing Gospelò

ÅThey were perverting the gospel

ÅThey were deserting

ÅIt will have drastic consequences

ÅIt was happening so quickly

ÅThey were turning to a gospel that 

was no gospel at all.

ïUses both ñheterosò(one of a different 

kind) and ñallosò(not on the same plane)



ñGospelizing Gospelò

ÅñTo tamper with the gospel is to trouble 

the churché Indeed, the Churchôs 

greatest troublemakers (now and then) are 

not those outside who oppose, ridicule 

and persecute it, but those inside who try 

to change the gospelé Conversely, the 

only way to be a good churchman is to 

be a good gospel-man. The best way to 

serve the church is to believe and to 

preach the gospel.ò





ñGospelizing Gospelò

ÅñBut even if we or an angel from heaven 

should preach a gospel other than the one 

we preached to you, let him be eternally 

condemned! As we have already said, so 

now I say again: If anybody is preaching to 

you a gospel other than what you accepted, 

let him be eternally condemned! Am I now 

trying to win the approval of men, or of God? 

Or am I trying to please men? If I were still 

trying to please men, I would not be a 

servant of Christ.ò(NIV)



ñGospelizing Gospelò

ÅAccursed, damnation. Carries the 

connotation of being sent to hell. 

ïComes from the Hebrew word (herem), 

which means devoted to destruction.


