
Q & A (part 1)

Mark 11:27—12:17



Q&A

Mark 11:18
• “The chief priests and the teachers of the law 
… began looking for a way to kill him.” (NIV)



Q&A

Tuesday: Day of Questions
• Chief priests, teachers, & eldersτquestion 

WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ (11:27-33)

• Pharisees & Herodiansτquestion about taxes
(12:13-17)

• Sadduccesτquestion about marriage (12:18-27)

• Another teacherτquestion about the greatest 

commandment (12:28-35)

• Jesusτabout the Son of David (12:35-37)



Question One
By whose authority?

Mark 11:27-33



Q&A

Mark 11:27-31
• 27They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while 

Jesus was walking in the temple courts, the 
chief priests, the teachers of the law and the 
elders came to him. 28“By what authority are 
you doing these things?” they asked. “And who 
gave you authority to do this?” 29Jesus replied, 
“I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I 
will tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things. 30John's baptism—was it from heaven, 
or from men? Tell me!”31They discussed it …



Q&A

Mark 11:31-33
• among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn't you 
believe him?’ 32But if we say, ‘From men’ .. . .” 
(They feared the people, for everyone held that 
John really was a prophet.) 33So they answered 
Jesus, “We don't know.” Jesus said, “Neither 
will I tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things.” (NIV)



Q&A

How Jesus answers
• Why does he eat with tax collectors & sinners?

–άLǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊέ

• ²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŦŀǎǘΚ

–άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘŜƎǊƻƻƳ Ŧŀǎǘέ

• Why do they pick grain on the Sabbath?

–What did David do?

• Is it lawful to divorce?

–What did Moses command you?

• By what authority?

–Lǎ WƻƘƴΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƻǊ ƳŜƴΚ



A Parable
The Wicked Tenants

Mark 12:1-12



Q&A

Mark 12:1-4
• 1He then began to speak to them in parables: 
“A man planted a vineyard. He put a wall 
around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built 
a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to 
some farmers and went away on a journey. 2At 
harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants 
to collect from them some of the fruit of the 
vineyard. 3But they seized him, beat him and 
sent him away empty-handed. 4Then he sent 
another servant to them; they struck this man 
on the head and treated him shamefully …



Q&A

Mark 12:5-9
• 5He sent still another, and that one they killed. 

He sent many others; some of them they beat, 
others they killed. 6“He had one left to send, a 
son, whom he loved. He sent him last of all, 
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 7“But the 
tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. 
Come, let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be 
ours.’ 8So they took him and killed him, and 
threw him out of the vineyard. 9 “What then 
will the owner of the vineyard do? He will 
come and kill those tenants and give the …



Q&A

Mark 12:9-12
• vineyard to others. 10Haven't you read this 
scripture: “‘The stone the builders rejected has 
become the capstone; 11the Lord has done this, 
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” 12Then they 
looked for a way to arrest him because they 
knew he had spoken the parable against them. 
But they were afraid of the crowd; so they left 
him and went away. (NIV)



Q&A

Identifying the Parties
• The owner: God

• The vineyard: Israel

• The tenants: the religious leaders

• The servants: the prophets

• The son: Jesus



Q&A

Mark 12:9
• “What then will the owner of the vineyard do? 

He will come and kill those tenants and give 
the vineyard to the others.”(NIV)



Q&A

Mark 12:10
• “The stone the builders rejected has become 
the capstone.” (NIV)



Question Two
Should we pay taxes or not?

Mark 12:13-17



Q&A

Mark 12:13-15
• 13Later they sent some of the Pharisees and 

Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his words. 
14They came to him and said, “Teacher, we 
know you are a man of integrity. You aren't 
swayed by men, because you pay no attention 
to who they are; but you teach the way of God 
in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay 
taxes to Caesar or not? 15Should we pay or 
shouldn’t we?” But Jesus knew their hypocrisy.
“Why are you trying to trap me?” he asked …



Q&A

Mark 12:15-17
• “Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 

16They brought the coin, and he asked them, 
“Whose portrait is this? And whose 
inscription?” “Caesar's,” they replied. 17Then 
Jesus said to them, “Give to Caesar what is 
Caesar's and to God what is God’s.” And they 
were amazed at him. (NIV)



Q&A

Catch (agreuō)

• To snare a wild animal. Ensnare. 

• 1x in New Testament



Q&A

The framing of the encounters
• The approach of the religious leaders

• The use of flattery

• The subversive question designed to challenge 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ

• Jesus poses a question to capture what his 
oppressors really value

• The opposition respond and reveal something 
significant about themselves

• Jesus answers.



Q&A

Portrait (eikōn)

• [ƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƛƳŀƎŜΦέ

– The denarius bears the image

of Caesar Tiberius

–Man bears the image of God

•“God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them.”(Genesis 1:27, NIV)



Q&A

Two Questions
• Where does the authority of Jesus come from?

• Where does your allegiance lie?

– Sandwiched between: A story about those who 
revolt against the owner of the vineyard. What 
will the owner of the vineyard do?



Q & A (part 1)

We must show allegiance to 
the one who has true authority


