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Mark 11:1-11



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

Å1As they approached Jerusalem and came 
to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 
2saying to them, ñGo to the village ahead of 
you, and just as you enter it, you will find a 
colt tied there, which no one has ever 
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3If anyone 
asks you, óWhy are you doing this?ô tell 
him, óThe Lord needs it and will send it 
back here shortly.ôò 4They went and found a 
colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. 
As they untied it, 5some people standing é



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

Åthere asked, ñWhat are you doing, untying 
that colt?ò 6They answered as Jesus had 
told them to, and the people let them go. 
7When they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 
8Many people spread their cloaks on the 
road, while others spread branches they 
had cut in the fields. 9Those who went 
ahead and those who followed shouted, 
ñHosanna!ò ñBlessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord!ò 10"Blessed is the 
coming kingdom of our father David!ò é



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

ÅñHosanna in the highest!ò 11Jesus entered 

Jerusalem and went to the temple. He 

looked around at everything, but since it 

was already late, he went out to Bethany 

with the Twelve. (NIV)



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

ÅñSee, your king comes to you, righteous 

and having salvation, gentle and riding on 

a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.ò 

(NIV)



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

ÅWhat type of person would be satisfied with 

the answer the disciples are supposed to 

give?
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ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

ÅWhat type of person would be satisfied with 

the answer the disciples are supposed to 

give?

ÅHow did Jesus know where the colt would be, 

and whether the owners would allow it to be 

taken?

ÅWhat should we expect from a colt that has 

never been ridden?



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

ÅJesus is knowingly fulfilling prophecy

ÅJesus, by these actions, is declaring 

himself to be the Messiah

ÅJesus is challenging the assumptions of 

the religious leaders



Mark 11:12-14



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

Å12The next day as they were leaving 

Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13Seeing in the 

distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find 

out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, 

he found nothing but leaves, because it 

was not the season for figs. 14Then he said 

to the tree, ñMay no one ever eat fruit from 

you again.ò And his disciples heard him say 

it. (NIV)



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

ÅIn judgment against Judah,

ïñThere will be no figs on the tree, and their 

leaves witherò(Jeremiah 8:13)

ïIsaiah 34:4; Jeremiah 29:17; Hosea 2:12; 9:10; 

Joel 1:7; Micah 7:1



Mark 11:15-19



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

Å15On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered 
the temple area and began driving out 
those who were buying and selling there. 
He overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the benches of those selling 
doves, 16and would not allow anyone to 
carry merchandise through the temple 
courts. 17And as he taught them, he said, 
ñIs it not written: óMy house will be called a 
house of prayer for all nationsô? But you 
have made it óa den of robbers.ôò 18The 
chief priests and the teachers of the law é



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

Åheard this and began looking for a way to 

kill him, for they feared him, because the 

whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. 
19When evening came, they went out of the 

city. (NIV)



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

ÅñLet no foreigner who has bound himself to 

the Lord say, óThe Lord will surely exclude 

me from his people,ô And let not anyé 

complain, óI am only a dry treeô é All who 

keep the Sabbath without desecrating it 

and who hold fast to my covenantðthese I 

will bring to my holy mountain and give 

them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt 

offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on 

my altar; for my house will be called a 

house of prayer for all nations.ò(NIV)



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

ÅñHear the word of the Lord, all you people of 

Judah who come through these gates to 

worship the Lord. This is what the Lord 

Almightyé says: Reform your ways and your 

actionsé If you really change your ways and 

your actions and deal with each other justly, if 

you do not oppress the aliené then I will let 

you live in this placeé Will you stealé and 

follow other gods you have not known, and 

then come and stand before me in this house 

é Has this house, which bears my Name, 

become a den of robbers to you!ò(NIV)



Mark 11:20-26



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

Å20In the morning, as they went along, they 

saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 
21Peter remembered and said to Jesus, 

ñRabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has 

withered!ò 22ñHave faith in God,ò Jesus 

answered. 23ñI tell you the truth, if anyone 

says to this mountain, óGo, throw yourself 

into the sea,ô and does not doubt in his 

heart but believes that what he says will 

happen, it will be done for him é



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

Å24Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for 

in prayer, believe that you have received it, 

and it will be yours 25And when you stand 

praying, if you hold anything against 

anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in 

heaven may forgive you your sins.ò (NIV)



ñNot a Gentle Jesusò

ÅSome suggest this is a formula for how to 

work miraclesðyou can curse a fig tree if 

you simply have enough faith!

ÅBut this is not the secret to cursing figs; it is 

the secret for how to live so as not to be 

cursed!




